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The Brief 
Develop a “THING” that leverages NASA 
imagery and climate data to illustrate 
the impacts of our changing Earth in 

areas of interest to you. 



WE ARE 
STORYTELLERS 
AND 
DESIGNERS

How can we approach 
NASA’s complex data 
with a heavy focus  
on storytelling?



The Junk Pile 
• Global Kitchen Monitor, where 

each country around the world 
takes a turn at being in charge 
of our global environment. 

• A selfish donation system 
where you can invest in green 
companies and get more than 
your donation back. 

• A dating app where the colder 
it gets the more people you 
get to meet called “Generate 
Some Heat”



THE REAL 
PROBLEM THAT 
NEEDS TO BE 
SOLVED IS A 
LANGUAGE 
PROBLEM. 

CONVERTING 
SCIENCE 
LANGUAGE 
INTO EVERY 
DAY LANGUAGE.



WHAT’S THE ONE 
WAY THAT EVERY 
HUMAN BEING ON 
EARTH (ACROSS 
ALL CULTURES) 
CAN COMMUNICATE 
INCREDIBLY 
COMPLEX DATA? 

…EVEN BABIES CAN DO IT



NASA SPACE APPS > THE JUNK PILE



Facial Expressions



A PICTURE CAN TELL 
A THOUSAND WORDS 

…WHICH IS MILLIONS  
OF DATA POINTS



HOW DO YOU 
CONVERT NASA DATA 
INTO FACE DATA? 

WHILE BEING  
NON-PATRONISING 
AND MAKING  
PEOPLE CARE 

IS THERE ALREADY  
A SOLUTION THAT 
PEOPLE USE AND 
UNDERSTAND?



Yes there is:



Our Solution



How’s the Earth feeling today? 

A site (mobile and desktop) that gives 
real time updates on what data from 
around the world is saying about the 
changing conditions of our home. 

But the data is conveyed in a simple 
easy to understand language. Face Data





Happy 
Indicates instances of 
positive change for our 
environment.  

Eg. Decrease in global 
average temperature, lots 
of social media discussion 
about climate change etc.



Worried 
Appears anytime the 
outlook is concerning on a 
minor level. 

Eg. High social media 
chatter about climate 
change deniers.



Sick 
Appears in situations 
where a large amount 
pollution related data 
becomes evident. 

Eg. Increase in C02 levels, 
or reduced social media 
discussion about recycling. 



Shocked 
Describes logic defying 
human influences.  

Eg. if the NASA data 
clearly shows an increase 
in global temperature, but 
no one on social media is 
talking about it.



Angry 
Only appears in extremely 
bad scenarios when multiple 
bad things happen at once. 

Eg. Donald Trump winning 
an election and a substantial 
decrease in monthly rainfall.





Spotify Integration 
The site generates saveable playlists 
based on the Earth’s current mood. 

Using the metadata in tracks on 
Spotify and Spotify API.



Just showing the data isn’t 
enough. We can leave visitors 
with a positive piece of 
information that they can 
implement, which will actually 
help the planet.



Future Extensions 
(For a rainy day)





FACEBOOK 
STICKER 
INTEGRATION







WORKING ON  
THIS IDEA 
MADE US 
FEEL…





Thank you!
benderham.github.io/space-apps-2016/ 
@CANDRAWES 

@BENDERHAM88 
@MEPHYSTO


